 

Dear Mr Chard
 
I refer to the above and your email dated 26 May. I have contacted the relevant services and now provide the following response to your request for information relating to school staff, which I will refer to individually. Please note the data provided includes both Specialist Inclusive Learning Centres and Pupil Referral Units.
 
1. The numbers of incidents where school support staff have been physically assaulted by pupils in all Leeds Schools since January 2009.
I can confirm that there have been 2243 incidents of school support staff being physically assaulted by pupils in Leeds schools since January 2009. It is worth noting that over 85 per cent of these happened in SILCs and PRUs where we have provision for children and young people with the most complex social, behavioural and emotional needs. The remaining 329 incidents represent a very small proportion of the city’s 108,000 children and young people, the majority of whom are incredibly well behaved and benefit from taking a full and active part in daily school life.
 
2. The numbers of incidents where school support staff have been verbally abused by pupils in all Leeds Schools since January 2009.
I can confirm that there have been 191 incidents of school support staff being verbally abused by pupils in Leeds schools since January 2009. 
 
3. The number of incidents where school support staff has been both verbally abused and physically attacked simultaneity in Leeds Schools since January 2009.
I can confirm that there have been 351 incidents of school support staff being verbally abused and physically attacked by pupils in Leeds schools since January 2009. 
 
4. The number of incidents where school support staff have been verbally abused or physically attacked in Silks and Pupil Referral Units in Leeds since January 2009.
I can confirm that there have been 1914 incidents of school support staff being either verbally abused or physically attacked by pupils in Leeds SILCs and PRUs since January 2009. All SILCs and PRUs in Leeds provide full time schooling on a special school site for pupils with complex special educational needs, disabilities, severe and complex behavioural issues and emotional needs. Specialist staff work with children within the SILCs to ensure that the individual needs of children are met and they are fully included. The needs of these pupils can be challenging and therefore the figures in these provisions are higher due to the complex issues that these pupils have. 
 
I hope this information is useful to you, however if you are dissatisfied with this response then you have a right to appeal to an independent officer within Children’s Services. On appeal, your request will be re-examined and an assessment made as to whether the requirements of the Act have been adhered to. Should you wish to follow this course of action then please address your concerns in writing to Moin Patel, Knowledge and Technology Team, 10th Floor East, Merrion House, Leeds, LS2 8DT or by email at childrens.foi@leeds.gov.uk.
 

You also have a right under Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act to ask the Information Commissioner to take a decision as to whether we have met with our obligations under the Act.  The Commissioner has made it clear however that he expects all applicants to exhaust internal appeals procedures prior to making such an application. Should you wish to contact the Commissioner’s Office then you can write to the following address:
 

            Office of the Information Commissioner,
            Wycliffe House,
            Water Lane,
            Wilmslow,
            Cheshire,
            SK9 5AF.
 

 
 

 

 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 

The information in this email (and any attachment) may be for the 

intended recipient only. If you know you are not the intended recipient, 

please do not use or disclose the information in any way and please 

delete this email (and any attachment) from your system. 
The Council does not accept service of legal documents by e-mail. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
