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In the Yorkshire & North Derbyshire Region
Minutes of the Regional Retired Members Association Committee

held at Grove Hall on Tuesday, 7th October 2008

at 10.30am

1.   PRESENT
George Tutill (Chairman), Bill Hinsliffe, Dick Hazel, Neil Moore, Stan Bradbury, Ralph Baxter, Barry Christopherson and Graham Benton (Senior Organiser).

2.   APOLOGIES
Gill Martin (Secretary) and Lita Southam (Secretary).

3.   THOMPSONS SOLICITORS PRESENTATION

Michael Disken was welcomed to the meeting and gave a detailed explanation of the services offered by Thompsons since their merger with Whittles in May 2008. Michael also answered questions from delegates present and left a number of complimentary bags with presentational items. GB said he would attach a copy of the relevant pages from the regional website (www.gmbyorkshire.org.uk) to the minutes for easy reference.
4.   MINUTES OF 17/6/08 MEETING
Agreed.
5.   MATTERS ARISING
Delegate details and motions for national conference in Manchester on 29/10/08 forwarded to Monica Smith. No confirmation yet received so GB to pursue.
6.   GMB@WORK
Colleagues were reminded of the objectives of the RMA which included, “…to provide practical assistance in the recruitment, retention and organisational activities of the GMB wherever and whenever possible.” Following a long discussion, all those present were happy to assist on request. GB to advise senior organiser colleagues accordingly.
7.   CORRESPONDENCE

Previously circulated including letters of thanks from members regarding the various summer trips, a reply from Richard Corbett MEP to an invitation to a future RMA meeting and a copy of the RMA report to be included in the Regional Council bundle of documents for 24/10/08. BC asked about inviting the Regional Secretary to a future meeting of the South Yorkshire RMA Branch and was advised to write direct to Tim Roache’s office with dates etc.
8.   TRIPS
The Leeds coach went out full following a direct mail shot which will be continued in future years as the most effective way of informing members. Two coaches from York were again oversubscribed and they, together with the Leeds coach went to Mablethorpe via Lakeside. Sheffield went to Skegness and all trips enjoyed good weather and a good day out. BC thanked Lita Southam for making all the arrangements. NM enquired about next year’s trip and was advised by GB to start making any arrangements at his leisure and was thanked for doing so. GB also advised that Liverpool Victoria and Thompsons could be contacted for financial support and they would also be happy to provide complimentary presentation bags for anyone on the coaches. The Spain trip currently had 8 spare rooms but LS would be sending out a mail shot and was sure the trip would sell out. Colleagues were reminded that anyone going would have to provide proof of insurance cover.
9.   2009 MEETINGS

All meetings to be at Grove Hall commencing at 10.30am on the following dates with a buffet lunch:

· Tuesday, 20th January 2009

· Friday, 19th June 2009 and

· Tuesday, 6th October 2009
The 19/6/09 meeting was arranged to be on a Friday to accommodate the invitation of an MP and/or MEP to address the committee on matters pertinent to retired members.
10.  ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS
i) Following a query, GB agreed to pursue the matter of long service awards with the Regional Secretary and report back at the next meeting. In the meantime, delegates were asked to consider the matter and come to the next meeting with any proposals. GT and NM agreed to enquire at the next RMA national committee meeting what other regions did and report back.
ii) Colleagues were asked to consider a regional RMA conference open to all retired members and come back to the January meeting with any proposals.
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