





1 | lose my seat

Thanks to all those who have been calling or emailing with sympathy for my losing my seat in
the European election. Losing is one thing - ceding a seat to the BNP is another, especially so
narrowly (the crucial difference was 0.42%, or 96 votes per constituency).

European elections (like local elections) always see a proportion of the electorate voting on
national issues. This time, there was next to no European content at all - just one issue in the
press and on the doorstep, that of the Westminster MPs expenses scandal.

Of course we knew that all the main parties would be hurt by the scandal, and Labour more
than others as we are in government. People are rightly indignant about it and we must be
vigorous in dealing with our rotten apples if we are to restore trust.

What we did not expect was the additional hit to Labour's vote caused by a cabinet minister -
Hazel Blears - choosing the day before polling to resign dramatically from the cabinet, ensuring
blanket media coverage of a Labour split just as people were preparing to vote. At least others
waited until the close of poll. Hazel's actions treated with contempt not just her colleague
Labour MEPSs, but also kicked in the teeth the thousands of volunteers out campaigning to get
the best possible result for Labour in already difficult circumstances. Given the closeness of
the result in Yorkshire & Humber, it certainly gifted the BNP their seat here.

Altogether, Labour went down from 19 to 13 seats in the European Parliament, losing, besides
myself, Glyn Ford (South West) and Neena Gill (West Midlands) and failing to replace retiring
Members in Wales, London and the North West. It was the worst Labour result in generations.

Are there any silver linings to this very dark cloud?

There was actually no surge to the BNP, which got fewer votes than last time (it was
Labour's fall that helped them to take one of our two seats by getting more than half
Labour's score in Yorks & Humber).

UKIP's vote rose by a mere 0.3 percent - they would have lost most of their seats had it
not been for the Westminster MPs expenses scandal.

The Tories, looking to the next general election, are far from the sort of figure they
would be wanting (their 28 percent is well below the 44 percent Labour were getting in
the last European elections before the 1997 general election).

In any case, we must now fight back. It will need lots of hard work, at all levels, but it can be
done. | am ready to take part in whatever way | can.

2 Our campaign

Some things did actually go well in our campaign, not least the high level of membership
activity, for which the candidates are extremely grateful. It surpassed many previous European
elections. You can see some photos of this on http://www.flickr.com/photos/26722284@N07/

Most CLPs put in a good effort despite the difficult circumstances, as did the Trade Unions.

We had a truly excellent team of candidates, who worked together well, joining campaign
activities across the region. We had plenty of leaflets and a good website presence.




The Hope not Hate campaign complemented ours by spreading awareness of the BNP
threat and mobilizing against them. It succeeded in keeping the BNP vote down to well
below initial fears (it was Labour's fall rather than their rise that helped them get past their
target of more than half Labour's score in Yorks & Humber). However, Hope not Hate could
not explicitly say “vote Labour” even though, in our region at least, it was a clearly a two-
horse race for the last seat between Labour and the BNP and voting Labour was the only
way to stop them.

Several small things conspired to hurt us in minor, but cumulative, ways:

- Describing ourselves as “The Labour Party” instead of simply “Labour Party” on the
ballot paper put us next to last on the lengthy sheet, after “Socialist Labour Party”.

- Our Electoral Address (post-office delivered) appears not to have reached
everywhere.

- Some CLPs have weak GOTYV operations (some don’t use contact creator, some
have weak voter id, some have too few volunteers).

- Having local elections the same day, whilst right in principle, happened this time to
cost us dearly because of the higher turnout in our weakest area, North Yorkshire.

- We did little to balance opposition activity in the letters columns of newspapers.

- Nationally, we insisted on putting ministers up instead of MEPs on programmes like
Question Time, leaving our representative unable to counter claims made by the
MEPs from other parties in the discussions, and anyway shifted the focus back to
Westminster, which was not in our interest.

- Bob Crow’s list of anti-Labour and anti-EU “left” candidates failed dismally, but took
crucial votes from us, thereby helping the BNP.

3 The overall impact on the European Parliament
What is the wider impact of the European election result on the European Parliament?

The most commented on aspect is the setback for the Socialists and the strengthening of the
centre-right EPP - though the latter effect is negated by the loss of the British Conservatives,
who hope to form their own, separate Group.

Yet the EPP cannot easily build a right-wing majority in the Parliament. The parties to its right
are fragmented and are mostly people with whom they would not wish to be associated.

The fascist right , despite gaining the two BNP seats in Britain, lost seats in France and
Belgium, gained some in Hungary and Romania, but overall cannot form a political group (a
key to influence in the European Parliament), which requires at least 25 MEPs from a quarter
(7) of the Member States, unless the Northern League of Italy joins them, which | hear is
unlikely. Even if then, it is likely that their strongest common feature - hatred of foreigners - will
make it difficult for them to work together for very long.

The eurosceptic right did not fare well in the elections. UKIP's "Independence & Democracy"
Group failed to win enough seats to constitute a Group, having lost ALL its seats in Poland,
Denmark, Ireland and Sweden. Even in Britain, despite the gift of the Westminster expenses
scandal, it gained only a single seat. As to Libertas, it failed dismally, with even Declan
Ganley's millions failing to win him a seat.




The Conservatives are desparately trying to build their own group - but finding it difficult to do
so without taking on board some frankly embarrassing partners. Their Cameron-imposed flight
to the fringes is still viewed as madness by most Conservative MEPs. It is unlikely that the
EPP will see them as a partner, given that they have just walked out on their former
colleagues, slamming the door.

Finally, the UEN (Union for a Europe of Nations) Group could well disappear. Its mainstays,
Fianna Fail is set to join the Liberals and the former Italian AN has been absorbed into the
EPP member in Italy. Their main leftover, the Polish PiS, is one of the Tories potential new
partners - though their overt homophobia might yet prove too embarrassing for the latter.

All'in all, those to the right of the EPP have enough numerically to constitute one or even two
political Groups (given that the European Parliament has a lower threshold than most national
parliaments for constituting Groups), but actually doing so requires the creation of alliances
that are highly problematic - and even if they are successful, they will not be natural allies for
the EPP.

Instead, the EPP will have to deal with parties of the centre and the centre-left. Even with the
Liberals, they cannot obtain a majority. They will have to bargain with the Socialists and/or the
Greens. The left cannot by itself get its way in this parliament, but nor can it be easily
circumvented.

4 Linda McAvan

Linda is now the only Labour MEP for the region. She is a first class representative, but will
now have the extra burden of covering the whole of Yorkshire & Humber by herself. We must
all do what we can to facilitate that task. She has been a wonderful colleague to work with and
deserves our full support. She has already taken over my constituency case work. Her contact
details, for those who don’t have them already, are:

79 High Street

Wath-upon-Dearne lindamacavan@lindamacavanmep.org.uk
Rotherham www.lindamacavanmep.org.uk
S63 7QB

(t) 01709 875665
(f) 01709 874207

5 Me

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for the support you gave me over the last ten
years. It has been an immense pleasure and honour to have represented you and this
wonderful region of Yorkshire & Humber in the European Parliament. | would publicly like to
thank my staff, Lol Kirkwood, Luke Thorne, Ben Fox (in Brussels) and recently Gareth Lewis
for all their hard work, help, support and advice (and people who have worked for me
previously like Kay Ritchie, Toby Wardman and Charlotte Templeman). Lol in particular has
been with me from the start and is as well known across Yorkshire & Humber CLPs as | am.

Over the last ten years, | have prided myself in reporting back to Labour party members and
beyond, passing on information and engaging in discussions. | have spoken at over 300 CLP
and DLP/LGC meetings, reported back to 10 Regional Policy Forums and about 25 Regional




Board meetings, been a member of the National Policy Forum and attended cabinet
committees as Deputy Leader of the Labour MEPs. | have produced some 40 written Quarterly
Reports. | have done over 1000 TV or Radio interviews and written numerous articles, a
couple of pamphlets and a book. | have maintained one of the most comprehensive MEP
websites and was the first MEP from any country to have a blog, which has won acclaim.

| do not yet know what | will do next for employment, but | hope to remain politically active for
the Labour party and also to improve understanding of the importance of what we can achieve
at European level. You haven't seen the last of me!

6 EP ends with a flourish

Since my last Quarterly report, the European Parliament adopted a number of measures that
were notable victories for the Socialist group:

Seal trade ban - Parliament banned the import of goods sourced from the cruel
and barbaric Canadian seal hunt. This is a fantastic result which began to show
its effectiveness even before the legislation was passed as commodity prices for
seal fur fell sharply in anticipation of the vote. With a derogation for native Innuit
who hunt for subsistence purposes, Europe has sent a strong message to the
commercial seal hunting lobby.

Le Pen - The Parliament adopted my report on Parliament’s internal procedures,
amending the rules to prevent veteran French fascist Jean Marie Le Pen, as
potentially the oldest MEP, from opening the first session of Parliament in July.
There had been fears that Le Pen would use the ceremonial occasion, and his
parliamentary immunity, to repeat vile claims that had seen him convicted of
Holocaust denial. The new rules will mean that the outgoing President of
Parliament will now open the constitutive session.

New energy laws will cut home bills - New rules will outlaw the practice of
energy companies charging a premium to their customers on prepayment meters.
Research shows that people on prepayment meters paid on average an extra £215
a year compared to those paying by direct debit. The energy package, which
outgoing Labour MEP Eluned Morgan played a leading role in drafting, will also
give customers the right to change their gas and electricity suppliers within three
weeks free of charge, give the right to compensation in cases where people are
given inaccurate or delayed bills, and ensure that 80% of consumers across
Europe have access to energy-efficient SmartMeters for their electrical appliances
by 2020.

EU help for recession victims - Important changes were made to the European
Globalisation Adjustment Fund to make its €500 million budget more accessible
to victims of the recession. EGAF was established by the EU in 2006 to provide
financial help in cases where a large number of workers in a company, region or
sector, are made redundant. The changes agreed in May reduce the number of
redundancies required for an application to 500 and temporarily increases the EU
contribution to financing the fund to 75%.




Engagements this quarter
* = events where | was a main speaker

York shire & Humber

Mr Chu’s, fundraising dinner, Hull*

Various student’s interviews *

West Yorkshire Fabians *

Hope not Hate (events in Bradford, Rotherham, Leeds,
etc)*

David James, Bishop of Bradford

Symcip, Sheffield, Award for ethical animal research *
Johnsons of Whixley, horticulturalist

Palestine Solidarity Campaign, York *

Huddersfield Co-op Fair Trade event

Yorkshire TUC Conference, Bradford*

National TUC BAME conference, Scarborough *
World Development Movement, Bradford *
Harrogate Grammar School *

Leeds West — Stop the BNP, Bramley *

Ahmadiyya youth event, Bradford *

Leeds Mosques *

Read School, Drax *

TULO, Wakefield

Yorks + Humber Business Forum, Leeds

Dewsbury Rotary Club *

Labour Students Eurovision evening, Huddersfield *
President of Kashmir, Ecclesfield, Sheffield *
Plaxtons coach/bus building company, Scarborough
Woodend Centre, Scarborough

Helredale Community Action group

St Oswald Junior School, Guisely *

Charities fundraising dinner, Bradford Hilton

Leeds East CLP *

Shipley CLP *

Leeds DLP/Labour Group Go Fourth Rally *
Former PM of Kashmir, Bradford *

Leeds University Labour students *

Gwen Lister funeral, Saltaire

Leeds Islamic Centre *

United Churches event, Todmorden *

NFU debate, York *

Inaugural celebration, Mayor of Calderdale Arshad
Mahmood *

Svitzer tugging co. Hull port

Brussels/Strasbourg (except for routine
parliamentary meetings)

Global Progressive Forum (with Bill Clinton)
ECOSY (European Socialist Youth) seminar*
Debate v Declan Ganley*

Labour party staff visitors group*

NFU event

Cath Speight, Debbie Coulter + Ann Black, Labour party
NEC

Gallup conference*

Federal Trust conference*

UNITE delegation

Election hustings v Kirkhope (Con) + Duff (LibDem)*
IFAW (Int Fund for Animal Welfare) event

Dutch Greens + Socialists debate*

Yorks MEPs (all parties except UKIP)

London

House of Lords European Committee*
EPLP AGM

Election campaigning

Bradford, Shipley, Hull, Leeds, York, Sheffield,
Doncaster, Dewsbury, Huddersfield, Halifax, Osset,
Scarborough, Elland,

Whitby, Keighley, Barton-upon-Humber, Rothwell,
Todmorden, Rotherham




Labour vs. BNP European election results

Labour needed to get double the BNP vote to stop them taking one of our two
seats.

The following table shows where we did and where we didn’t, by district. We
managed to do so only in Bradford, Hull, Leeds, Sheffield and York, and even
then by quite narrow margins (except York) that were insufficient to balance
the deficits elsewhere. Our worst ratios to the BNP were in some of the
(small) North Yorkshire districts (especially Harrogate) and Barnsley.

Area Lab % BNP %

Barnsley 12594 | 24.66% 8543 | 16.73% | X
Bradford 24884 | 22.55% 10330 9.36%
Calderdale 7432 | 16.01% 4709 | 10.14% | X
Craven 1522 8.39% 1132 6.24% | X
Doncaster 16747 | 22.07% 8921 | 11.76% | X
East Riding 7940 9.61% 5729 6.94% | X
Hambleton 2022 7.41% 1228 450% | X
Harrogate 7807 5.22% 1887 4.11% | X
Hull 7799 | 21.11% 3715 | 10.06% N
Kirklees 21680 | 21.26% 11626 | 11.40% | X
Leeds 37211 | 21.45% 17375 | 10.01%

NE Lincs 4559 | 15.06% 2832 9.35% | X
N Lincs 5960 | 16.36% 3026 8.31% | X
Rotherham 15648 | 24.74% 9695 | 15.35% | X
Ryedale 1019 6.25% 882 5.41% | X
Richmondshire 954 6.85% 698 5.01% | X
Scarborough 3434 | 11.45% 1910 6.37% | X
Selby 3444 | 14.79% 1846 7.93% | X
Sheffield 29143 | 23.16% 12607 | 10.02% N
Wakefield 16126 | 23.42% 9108 | 13.23% | X
York 7497 | 15.60% 2340 4.87%




