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SCHOOL WORKFORCE NEWS

 

 

 Violence in class: new 
figures on staff injuries 

  
CLASSROOM-BASED support staff are 
exposed to more violence at work than most 
other jobs in the UK, according to a new GMB 
study. 
 
Only care assistants, nurses, police officers 
and prison-service officers suffer more 
recorded injuries caused by violence. Data 
obtained by GMB from the Health and Safety 
Executive (HSE) also shows that:   
 
• There are three incidents a month of 

educational assistants suffering major 
injuries involving violence, e.g. fractures 
and dislocations.  

 

• Every other day, an educational assistant 
suffers a violent injury which leads to at 
least three days' absence from work. 

 
• Educational assistants are more 

vulnerable to violence than most other 
parts of the school workforce.  

 
The figures come as GMB responded to a 
Government consultation about discipline in 
schools.  GMB has called on the Government 
to recognise the risks encountered by school 
support staff. The Union has also 
recommended that more training be made 
available in areas like behaviour management. 
 

 
THE NATIONAL PICTURE  Number of total injuries  Rate per 100,000 employees 

Care assistants & home carers 1842 260.5
Nurses 678 129.0
Police officers (sergeant & below) 529 317.9
Prison service officers (below principal officer) 450 994.6
Nursing auxiliaries & assistants 337 157.4
Educational assistants 281 58.0
Security guards & related occupations 249 141.9
Bus & coach drivers 161 129.8
 

Source: HSE, reported number and estimated rate per 100,000 employees of injuries caused by violence at work, 2009/10 
(provisional), by minor occupation codes with the largest number of reports. 
 
 

 

Source: HSE, injuries to workers by specific education occupation codes involving violence as reported to all enforcing 
authorities under RIDDOR 95 regulations in 2009/10 (provisional).  

 
IN SCHOOLS  

Number of major injuries Number of  
over-3-day injuries 

Educational assistants 34 247
Primary and nursery education teaching 
professionals 4 26
Secondary education teaching professionals 12 44

 

 

...nursery nurses, secretaries, bursars, learning support practitioners, sitekeepers, 
school meals staff, teaching assistants, learning mentors, administrators, cleaners, 

cover supervisors, librarians, midday supervisors, personal care assistants, 
technicians, higher level teaching assistants... GMB your union in school 
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Start by filling in details about yourself.
PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS.

Then fill in details about your job

Then choose how to pay: EITHER by deductions
from your pay

OR by Direct Debit from your bank or building society

Hand the form to your GMB representative, or post it
– you don’t need a stamp –to GMB, FREEPOST, GMB
Yorkshire & North Derbyshire Region, Grove Hall,
60 College Grove Road, Wakefield WF1 3RN
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JOIN US

NOW

We ask for your ethnic origins as part of our equal opportunities policy of improving services to all members
Bangladeshi     / Black African    / Black Caribbean    / Black British   / Chinese    / Indian    / Pakistani    / White     / OtherDate

Surname                                                                                                 First name Title  Mrs/Miss/Ms/Mr Date of birth

Home
address

Postcode

Home Tel Email

Mobile               

FOR UNION USE ONLY Section                                                           Branch No                                                                           Membership No                                                                                                                            Date of joining   

TELL US ABOUT YOU

GMB YORKSHIRE & NORTH DERBYSHIRE REGION membership application form

OR INSTRUCTION TO YOUR BANK OR BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY DIRECT DEBITS 

Instructions to your Bank or Building Society.
Please pay GMB Direct Debits from the account detailed in this Instruction subject to the
safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this Instruction may
remain with GMB and, if so, details will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society.

Name(s) of account holder(s)

Bank/Building Society Sort Code

Bank/Building Society Account Number

For GMB official use only. This is not part of the instruction to your Bank/Building Society. 
If your A/C number is not available fill in your address below.

Banks or Building Societies may not accept instructions for some types of account

Signature(s) 

Date

DIRECT
D e b i t

CHOOSE EITHER AUTHORISATION OF DEDUCTION OF YOUR TRADE UNION CONTRIBUTIONS FROM YOUR PAY 

Signed Date

CashPlease start the deductions immediately and pay the amounts to the GMB.
I note that this agreement may be cancelled by one month’s notice in writing. 
I give permission to my employer to notify the GMB of any future change of address.

Please fill in the form and send to GMB Yorkshire & North Derbyshire Region, Grove Hall, 60 College Grove Road, Wakefield WF1 3RN Originator’s Identification Number

9 7 4 3 3 0

Reference number (Office use only)

Section 68, Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidated) Act 1992 as amended

I authorise my employer to deduct from my pay each week/month the sum of 

or other amounts as may be fixed by the GMB from time to time.

Employer

Address 
where 
you 
work                                                                                         Postcode

Your job

How many hours a week Pay Nodo you work?

Work Tel                                                                               Pay Date

TELL US ABOUT YOUR JOB

To the Manager of
Bank/Building Society

Address

Postcode

Name and full postal address of your Bank or Building Society branch

£          

We ask for your ethnic origins as part of our equal opportunities policy of improving services to all members
Bangladeshi     / Black African    / Black Caribbean    / Black British   / Chinese    / Indian    / Pakistani    / White     / OtherDate

Surname                                                                                                 First name Title  Mrs/Miss/Ms/Mr Date of birth

Home
address

Postcode

Home Tel Email

Mobile               I agree to abide by
GMB rules  Signature

1

2

3

4

jones caroline
Typewritten Text
CONTRIBUTIONS
£6.29 PER MONTH
(term-time only)

If you work 10 hours or less 
per week - £3.47 per month




